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and courage of Lannes, then commanding the 4th of the line, he granted to that officer an equally large share of his esteem and friendship, thus exciting Murat's jealousy. When the two colonels had become generals of brigade, Bonaparte j || i                         was accustomed, on critical occasions, to entrust to Murat
j I jjl                         the direction   of the   cavalry  charges  and put  Lannes  in
i  | |!                         command  of  the   reserve   of   the   grenadiers.     Both   did
•I I 11                         splendidly, and the army had nothing but praise for either,
! f |;                         But between these gallant officers there grew up a rivalry
i:\ I                             which, if the truth must be told, was not at all displeasing ,
;| I   |                         to the  comrnander-in-chief; as  tending  to stimulate  their
p |j «                         zeal and their desire of distinction.    He would extol before
| fn I                          Murat the achievements of General Lannes, and enlarge in
?» II                         Lannes' presence  on  the merits  of Murat.     The rivalry
J jj;                            soon led to altercations, in  which BessiSres, then merely
I  || I                         captain in General Bonaparte's Guides and in high favour
w || 1                         with the commander, always took the part of his compatriot1
i ij                            Murat; while taking every opportunity, as Lannes was; well
I j |                            aware, of depreciating him.
11                                 After the Italian campaigns Lannes and Murat accom-
panied Bonaparte to Egypt. About this time both conceived a wish to marry Caroline Bonaparte, and Bessi^res found an opportunity to injure Lannes' suit irretrievably. As a member of the administrative council, charged with the distribution
Bof the military fund, he became aware that Lannes had exceeded the allowance for the outfit of his regiment, the-, consular guard, by 800,000 francs. He revealed this to Murat, who brought it to the ears of the First Consul. * Lannes was dismissed from the command of the guard, and allowed a month to make up the deficit, which, without the generous aid of Augereau,2 he would have found it hard to do. Napoleon afterwards received him back into favour; but e_                         meantime Murat had married Caroline Bonaparte. As may
iB                         be supposed, Lannes never forgave Bessidres, and the antipathy
was in fall vigour when they came in contacfb at the battle of: Essling.
1 BesBi&ros was born at Preissac, Murat at La Bastide-Fortunifcre, both' in the department of th© Lot.                      % See p, 142,            •       .- • .      ;